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Data are from a March 2011 nationwide
survey of adults (15+) in Iraq.
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Political Situation

« Freedom House Political Freedom Index
(2011): NOT FREE

« Economist Intelligence Unit Instability
(2010): VERY HIGH RISK

* The drawdown of US forces and the continued
weakness of central authority may allow militia and
insurgent groups to re-establish themselves in
some areas. The government of national unity,
which brings together the four largest political
groups, has been weak and divided, and some
blocs have threatened to pull out to join the
parliamentary opposition.

* More than eight years after the US invasion in
2003, Iraq continues to be wracked by intense
violence. So far during 2011, around 11 civilians
have been killed on average every day, mainly by
suicide and other bombings. August, which
coincided with Ramadan, was the bloodiest month
in a year, with an estimated 395 civilian deaths
according to a preliminary figure from Iraq Body
Count (IBC).

Media Environment
¢ Freedom House Press Freedom Index (2011): NOT FREE

* Reporters Without Borders Index (2011): 75.36 (152/179)

e Although Iraq has a thriving media environment with many ethnic and religious groups
represented, media freedom and freedom of speech are still an issue of contention.
Reporters Without Borders reported in February 2011 that the offices of their partner group
in Baghdad— Journalistic Freedoms Observatory (JFO)—was raided by security forces
whereby its computers and archives were stolen. The worst of the criticism came after
February 25, 2011, known as the “Day of Rage,” when Iragis took to the street to protest
government corruption, faulty infrastructure, unemployment, electricity and water cuts.
Reporters without Borders called it the “Black Day” for media freedom in Iraq because Iraqi
Security Forces detained 300 leading journalists and intellectuals who took part in covering
the protests.

* Reports of government arrests and intimidation of NGO workers in Irag, and anyone that
criticizes the current government are prevalent. In the first four months of 2011, five
journalists have been killed in Irag. In 2010, seven journalists were killed in total. Although
actual violence due to war has decreased since the height of the Iraq war, intimidation and
threats against journalists and regular citizens have increased, even—according to the New
York Times—to the point of death threats by text message, suspected by many as coming
from Iragi authorities. Human Rights Watch also reported widespread crackdowns on
protesters in Iraq, including detention and torture.

* Reporters without Borders has been pressing the Iragi parliament to pass a law protecting
journalists amid the many abuses, detentions and assaults committed against journalists and
photographers in Iraq trying to cover recent protests, which although significant, have not
compared in size to the 2011 Arab Spring protests around the region.



